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Tiger athletes continue excellence in the 
classroom; Here’s the list of achievers

are cannot detect all cancer. Only 
the back of the prostate can be 
felt, and not all tumors occur 
there. An MRI scan, a non-inva-
sive radiologic exam, or a pros-
tate biopsy must be performed to 
definitively diagnose the con-
dition and determine how much 
it has progressed.   
 
 Most prostate cancers, though 
not all, are slow growing and 
may never cause a problem. Ag-
gressive, high-risk forms of pros-
tate cancer make up only about 5 
percent of cases. Elevated PSA 
levels do not always mean 
cancer. Other conditions, such as 
an enlarged prostate or prostate 
infection, can also elevate PSA 
levels. PSA tests can sometimes 
result in false positives and lead 
to unwarranted biopsies. In ad-
dition, treatment for prostate 
cancer, if unnecessary, some-
times result in impotence, incon-
tinence and/or bowel problems. 
 In June 2012, Patient-Centered 
Outcomes Research Institute 
(PCORI) funded a study to test a 
way to involve patients, along 
with other health care experts, in 
developing guidelines for cancer 
screening. One of the two groups 
the researchers created estab-
lished guidelines for prostate 
cancer screening.  In a journal ar-
ticle resulting from the study, it 
was noted that all the patient par-
ticipants felt strongly that “since 
the science is ambiguous and 
contradictory at best, the decision 
should be left to a patient and his 
doctor….” 

 MEMPHIS, TN, June 8, 2021– 
Memphis Tigers student-athletes 
recorded a 3.268 grade point 
average in the Spring 2021 se-
mester, which is the second-best 
semester in school history and 
marks the 16th-consecutive term 
of a 3.0 or higher GPA among all 
student-athletes. 
 Additionally, the men’s cross 
country team broke the single-
semester team GPA record with 
a 3.719. The women’s tennis 
team had the highest female 
team GPA this semester at 3.672. 

 “This spring semester perform-
ance in the classroom is some-
thing that should make our 
student-athletes incredibly proud, 
as it does all of us in the athletic 
department and at the univer-
sity,” Memphis Director of Ath-

letics Laird Veatch said. “This se-
mester was filled with the con-
tinued uncertainty of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and its 
constant required adjustments 
and flexibility, and these number 
prove how dedicated our student-
athletes remained to their studies 
during these external challenges. 
  
“Kudos to our staff at the Center 
for Athletic Academic Services 
as well for their efforts providing 
support and resources to our stu-
dent-athletes.” 
  
Further highlights of the 
Spring 2021 semester include: 
•3.451 freshman GPA 
•301 student-athletes in the Tiger 
3.0 GPA Club (71% overall, 84% 
of freshmen) 
•189 student-athletes with Dean’s 

List Honors for a 3.5 GPA or 
above, including 55 freshmen 
•51 student-athletes in the Tiger 
4.0 GPA Club 
•Of the spring graduates, two 
graduated Summa Cum Laude 
(3.80-4.00 GPA), 13 graduated 
Magna Cum Laude (3.50-3.79) 
and 11 graduated Cum Laude 
(3.25-3.49) 
  

Summa Cum Laude  
Graduates 

Luke Biasi (men’s soccer) 
Paige Sandwell (women’s track 
and field) 
  
Magna Cum Laude Graduates 
 
Edgar Alaniz (men’s soccer) 
Josephine Cao (women’s ten-
nis) 
Katherine Cao (women’s ten-
nis) 
Guillaume Chevalier (men’s 
golf) 
Parker Evans (men’s track and 
field) 
Brayden Green (baseball) 
Kathryn Hise (women’s track 
and field) 
Alexandros Ierides (men’s soc-
cer) 
Borja Martin Torre (men’s 

“This spring semester per-
formance in the classroom is 
something that should make 
our student-athletes in-
credibly proud, as it does all 
of us in the athletic depart-
ment and at the university,” 
Memphis Director of Athletics 
Laird Veatch said. 

golf) 
Riley Patterson (football) 
Clarissa Larisey (women’s soc-
cer) 
Jeremy Taylor (men’s tennis) 
Arielle Kimm (rifle) 
  

Cum Laude Graduates 
Darin Cole (baseball) 
Alana Davis (women’s basket-
ball) 
Vigdis Jonsdottir (women’s 
track and field) 
Grayson Kemp (baseball) 
DeeNia McMiller (women’s 
track and field) 
Christopher Mikus (men’s soc-
cer) 
Joshua Northcutt (football) 
Anna Palmer (volleyball) 
Baylee Smith (softball) 
Claire Sullivan (women’s ten-
nis) 
Joseph Wimberley (baseball) 
  
How to follow the Tigers: For 
complete information on Mem-
phis Tigers Athletics, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the department’s social 
media channels on Twitter, Insta-
gram and Facebook. 

Screening for prostate cancer should be 
an informed choice... from sports page 1 

F.Y.H. = For. Your. Health.

Most prostate cancers, 
though not all, are slow grow-
ing and may never cause a 
problem. Aggressive, high-
risk forms of prostate cancer 
make up only about 5 percent 
of cases. Elevated PSA levels 
do not always mean cancer. 
Other conditions, such as an 
enlarged prostate or prostate 
infection, can also elevate 
PSA levels. PSA tests can 
sometimes result in false pos-
itives and lead to unwar-
ranted biopsies. In addition, 
treatment for prostate cancer, 
if unnecessary, sometimes re-
sult in impotence, incon-
tinence and/or bowel 
problems.

 In 2013, the American Urologi-
cal Association (AUA) commis-
sioned an independent panel to 
review the published research on 
prostate cancer screening and de-
velop a set of guidelines.  The 
AUA reviewed and confirmed 
the resulting guidelines in 2018. 
The guidelines do not rec-
ommend routine prostate cancer 
screening for men younger than 
40. They recommend that deci-
sions about screening should be 
individualized for men ages 40 to 
54 that may be at higher risk, in-
cluding African American men 
and those with family histories of 
prostate cancer. 
 
 For men ages 55 to 69 years, the 
AUA guidelines state the follow-
ing: “the decision to undergo 
PSA screening involves weighing 
the benefits of reducing the rate 
of metastatic prostate cancer and 
prevention of prostate cancer 
death against the known potential 
harms associated with screening 
and treatment. For this reason, 
the Panel strongly recommends 
shared (patient and doctor) deci-
sion-making for men age 55 to 69 
years that are considering PSA 
screening, and proceeding based 
on a man's values and prefer-
ences.” 
 
Only about 10 percent of prostate 
cancers are diagnosed in men 
younger than 56 and there is ev-
idence that some of these early 
onset cases can be more aggres-
sive.  The AUA does not rec-
ommend PSA screening for men 
70 and older, but does state that 
some men over 70 in excellent 
health and likely to live longer 
may benefit from being tested. 
 As the AUA states, early detec-
tion allows for more conservative 
treatment, such as active surveil-
lance, which does not cause com-
plications. It also saves lives. If 
the cancer is detected before it 
spreads beyond the prostate or 
the immediate area, the prostate 
cancer survival rate is almost 100 
percent.  That’s why Men’s 
Health Network recommends 
that all men make the decision to 
have PSA tests beginning at age 
50 and that African American 
men and men with a family his-
tory of prostate cancer consider 
having the tests beginning at age 
40.  

 MHN’s screening recommenda-
tions for men can be found at 
www.GetItChecked.com.  
 
About Men’s Health Network: 

  
Men's Health Network (MHN) is 
a national organization whose 
mission is to reach men and their 
families where they live, work, 
play, and pray with health pre-
vention messages and tools, 
screening programs, educational 
materials, advocacy opportuni-
ties, and patient navigation. 

Bass Pro Shops & Cabela’s 
presents its free family-
friendly events to help  
discover the joy of fishing  

 MEMPHIS, TN-  Bass Pro 
Shops founder Johnny Morris is 
challenging families to put down 
their digital devices and get out-
side this summer to discover the 
joys of fishing. To help connect 
more kids to the great outdoors, 
Bass Pro Shops and Cabela’s are 
donating more than 40,000 rods 
and reels nationwide to nonprofit 
organizations. 
  The nationwide movement, 
Gone Fishing, features two week-
ends of free, family-friendly ac-
tivities June 12-13 and 19-20 at 
Bass Pro Shops and Cabela’s lo-
cations across North America. 
 In the Memphis  and the Mid-
South area, the event will take 
place on June 12-13 and and on 
June 19-20 from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
at  Bass Pro Shops at the Pyr-
amid, 1 Bass Pro Drive  and at 
Bass Pro Shops, 6140 Macon 
Road in Memphis 
  

Free family-friendly activities in-
clude: 
  
•Free Catch-And-Release Ponds: 
Kids can experience the excite-
ment of fishing at in-store catch-
and-release ponds and earn an 
FLW (Fishing League World-
wide) “First Fish Certificate” to 
celebrate the achievement. 
  
•Free Fishing 101 Guide: Free 
copies of Nibbles & Bites teach 
the fundamentals of fishing and 
provide tips on best local fishing 
spots. The informational guide is 
available while supplies last. 
  
•Free Giveaways & Take-Home 
Crafts: After completing the 
catch-and-release pond, kids will 
receive free take-home crafts and 
giveaways while supplies last. 
  For hours and details visit bas-
spro.com/gonefishing. 

Bass Pro Shops founder Johnny Morris is challeng-
ing families to put down digital lifestyle and get out-
doors this summer!

Get tickets for WGC-FedEx St. Jude Invitational to support St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, August 4-8. Visit  WGCFedEx.com. 

 
 Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s  
Juneteenth Special Edition 
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